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consistent materialism. From the contradictory character
of ordinary experience, the Buddhists inferred that experi-
ence was unreal. Sankara pointed out that the inference
was not justified for it was itself based on experience*
He substituted in place of the concept of unreality that of
inexpressibility  or  mystery. To  condemn  experience  as
unreal leaves unexplained why there should be experience
at all. To describe it as illusory demands an analysis of
the nature of the illusory. Even what we regard as illusions
are thus in the ultimate analysis anirvachaniya or a mystery.
Sankara thus recognised the value of the contribution
made by the Buddha in the realm of pure metaphysics.
He also saw that the pure nihilism of the Buddhist philo-
sophy destroyed the very basis of morality for the ordinary
man. He therefore accepted the Buddhist contention that
the inner reality is the Idea. Unlike Buddhists, he held
that this Idea is a permanent everlasting unity, the real
substratum underlying and supplying the basis of existence'
of everything in the world. As manifestations or forms of
this Idea function through Maya, everything is relatively
real, continues to be real and has to be accepted as reaL
It is only when, through attainment of supreme knowledge;
men actually realise that Brahman is the one and only reality
that they can transcend this empirical point of view.

Along with his acceptance of the Buddhist metaphysics,
Sankara accepted Vedic ritual and theology. He also
emphasised the importance of such ritual for common
men. He unequivocally recognised and accepted the useful-
ness of such acts as worship and meditation. It was through
the devotional aspects of his activity and the recognition
that meditation without a concrete object could not satisfy
the ordinary man that he made the most important contribu-
tion towards the uplift of the country and the permeation
of a common philosophy throughout the masses.

The third element in Sankara's philosophy and teaching
is the emphasis on action which tie not only preached but